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Province VIII Bishops and Spouses Meet in Taiwan 
by the Rt. Rev. William E. Swing, Bishop of California 


The big news wasn't that the bishops and spouses of the Eighth Province met 
nine thousand miles from the Church Center in New York. Nor was the big news that 
a bishop who voted against Eugene Robinson's consecration hosted bishops who voted 
affirmatively. The big news was the depth of sharing the message and life of Jesus 
Christ between the folks of Taiwan and of the USA. 

Usually in January the bishops of the Province of the Pacific gather in Los 
Angeles or in Berkeley for a week of sharing, support, worship, study, and Sabbath 
time. This year, the Rt. Rev. David Lai and his wife, Lily, invited bishops and spouses 
to gather in Taiwan since that country is part of Province VIII. It turned out to be a 
different agenda because this large 
group toured most of the churches and schools of the island (diocese), as well as 
preached and celebrated in various churches on the Second Sunday in Epiphany. 

Three things were abundantly clear. First, depite differences of language 
and culture and diet, there is a single Spirit unifying everyone. Second, the people of 
Taiwan are generous and hospitable by nature and third, the bonds between the 
Epicopal Church in the USA and the Epicsopal Church in Taiwan are profound. 
Everywhere the entourage went it was met with genuine gratitude. Comments such 
as these: 

"Our church was built by money from the Diocese of South Carolina." 

"Our church was built by money from the UTO." 

"Our church was built by money from the General Convention of the 
Episcopal Church." 

2004 marks the 50th Anniversary of the Episcopal Church in Taiwan. In 
addition, while the bishops were there, celebrations were almost underway for the 
Chinese New Year and the beginning of the Year of the Monkey. Almost all of the 
Episcopal churches had a related liturgy that emphasized respect 
for beloved, departed ancestors in keeping with the Chinese tradition. 

From the Great Salt Lake to the China Sea, from Alaska to Arizona, from Idaho 
to Hawaii, the bishops and spouses of Province VIII crossed many miles. At this spot 
and at this time, the Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion are basking in 
the joy of fellowship in Jesus Christ. 


Alpha Program Growing Strong in the 
Taiwan Diocese 


Following his trip to an Alpha 
Course in England last summer, 
Bishop Lai was excited and 
enthusiastic about launching the 
Alpha program in Taiwan. He invited 
the Rev. Canon Soh from Church 
Mission Society to bring an Alpha 
Team to Taiwan to begin the 
foundation for Alpha evangelism and 
outreach in the Taiwan diocese. 

An Alpha Team from Church 
Mission Society visited Taiwan from 
March 1-8 to provide Alpha training 
throughout our diocese. The team 
was headed by the Rev. Canon Soh of 
CMS and included, among others, the 
Archdeacon of the _ diocese’ of 
Singapore. Three separate 
conferences were held throughout 
the diocese. The conference at St. 
John’s Cathedral hosted 


approximately 70 participants. St. 
James’, Taichung, hosted 
approximately so participants and St. 
Timothy, Kaohsiung, hosted 
approximately 30 participants. On 
Saturday, March 6th, following the 
Alpha training, the team members 
participated in the community camp 
work, Camp Joyful, at St. James, that 
serves approximately 200 school aged 
children. Also, on Sunday afternoon, 
the team held a meeting with the 
Southern Deanery clergy and held an 
evening Alpha course for the 
Southern Deanery vestry members 
and members of the _ Bishop’s 
Committee. It was a very beneficial 
week and we are all excited to 
continue to work with Alpha as a 
means of evangelism. 


~Patty Stringer 
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Province VIII House of Bishops take flight! 


From January th through 
January 19th, the Province VIII House 
of Bishops met in Taiwan. In this 
unprecedented event, the Bishops from 
Alaska, Arizona, California, Eastern 
Oregon, Hawaii, Idaho, Nevada, 
Northern California, Oregon, Spokane 
and Utah flew to Taiwan for their 
regular quarterly meeting. The Bishops 
met for business in Kaohsiung for 
several days, with some cultural interest 
activities taking place in the afternoons. 
Several of . the Bishops were 
accompanied by their spouses, who 
attended cultural workshops during the 
business meetings. ‘The workshops 


included Chinese knotting, paper 
cutting and flower arranging. ‘The 
Bishops and their spouses then traveled 
from the southern part of Taiwan to 
Taipei visiting several of the Taiwan 
diocese churches along the way. In 
Taipei, the Bishops were able to visit St. 
John’s and St. Mary's Institute and 
worshipped on Sunday with various 
congregations in the Taipei area. Each © 
of the Bishops presided at these services. 
It was, indeed, a very special meeting of 
the House of Bishops. Please read the 
article from Bishop Swing in this issue 


for further insights into this meeting. 
~Patty Stringer 


orty @ne Years and Counting! 


Most people don’t like to turn Hsueh (81%), were confirmed 


forty, so forty one could seem even during the service. Near the end of 
worse. But, on May 2nd, the Church the service, Bishop Lai conferred 
of the Good Shepherd celebrated degrees upon 14 persons graduating 
forty first anniversary in a big way! ¢.07, 7 en peceices” ocd 


Eh: readers ee recall that last Shepherd’s’ senior citizen outreach 
years fortieth anniversary 


celebration was canceled because of 
the SARS outbreak, but this year’s 
celebration was a huge success. Good 
Shepherd began it’s commemoration 


program. 

In the courtyard following the 
service, several events. took place. 
Two classes from Green Pastures 


: ‘ E : provided dance demonstrations, the 
with a combined English and Chinese English congregation sang a hymn 


pe se ane Rev. David Lai with guitar accompaniment provided 
presiding. Some brief comments were by Gretchen Powell, and the 


shared by the Bishop upon _ the kindergarten staff performed on the 
farewell and retirement of Father ete tens Weed events. were 
Peter Chen, who has been the Rector followed by _ buffet style meal 


of Good Shepherd. Three persons, (oy : : ; 
: : plete with birthday cake in honor 
Chou Hong Chun (fj3643), Peng Yu of 41 years of ministry and mission! 


Neng (8286), and Yen Ju ~Patty Stringer 


DANCE DEMONSTRATION KINDERGARTEN TEACHERS PLAYING DRUMS 


GREEN PASTURES GRADUATE ADDRESS (BACKGROUND) PR. ELIZABETH, RICHARD HU, 


BISHOP LAI & FR. PETER JOIN IN THE FESTIVITIES! 
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THE NESTORIAN CROSS 
by Kevin Roebl 


The Nestorian Cross is seen in many 
Christian Churches in Asia. This cross is 
distinctive in form and dates from the early 
medieval period. 

In spite of the name, the 
Nestorian Church and consequently the 
Nestorian Cross has nothing to do with 
Nestorius, the Patriarch of Constantinople. 
Nestorius was a controversial figure who 
was an ardent follower of the line of 
thought taken by the bishops of Antioch. 
At that time, the main centres of the 
church were Alexandria, Antioch, 
Constantinople and Rome. Each wanted 
to lead the church and thereby gain 
political power and status. There were also 
many controversial debates taking place in 
the Church. Many of them are still 
ongoing today. Some are considered to be 
of minor importance in the modern church 
but, during the medieval period, they were 
of great importance. 

One of these debates concerned the 
nature of Christ. Was Christ divine or 
human? Nestorius stressed the humanity of 
Christ. In doing so he caused an outcry 
among those who stressed the divinity of 
Christ. Even today the Roman Catholic 
Church declares any doctrine that 
emphasizes the humanity of Christ to be 
heretical. 

The term Nestorian Church came to 
be applied to the Eastern Churches, that 
is, churches East of Byzantium (Byzantium 
is the name given to the area that formed 
the Eastern part of the Roman Empire 
after the Empire divided into two parts.) in 
the sixth century AD. The Nestorian 
Church sent missionaries into the Eastern 
regions, towards Persia. Churches were 
founded in Persia and some of the smaller 
Eastern kingdoms. They survived and 
flourished because there was less religious 
intolerance in some of these states than in 
Byzantium. Some missionaries, following 
the trade routes to the east, went to India 
and established churches there. The 
Nestorian branch of the Church was 
therefore the first branch to reach the Far 
East. From India, the church followed the 
trade routes into the regions of Northern 
China and finally to what is today Beijing. 

It is thought that Nestorian 


Missionaries may have first encountered 
Chinese people in the sixth century AD. 
The first concrete evidence of Christian 
missionary work is found in the Nestorian 
monument which dates from 781 AD. The 
church in China was not very successful 
because it was tied to the Emperors. If an 
Emperor was favourably disposed to the 
church then it flourished, if the Emperor 
objected to the church, then the church 
suffered. The church was also divided. 
There was much animosity between the 
Catholic and the Nestorian churches. The 
Roman Catholic ~Church followed the 
Nestorian Church into the Eastern 


Regions. As already mentioned, the 
Roman Catholic Church regarded 
Nestorian teaching as _ heretical and 


objected to it. However, the Nestorian 
Church established their own theological 
colleges and mission societies and 
continued their work of evangelism. The 
animosity between the churches served to 
weaken the church in the eyes of the 
people and caused much distress among 
Christians. 

In order to increase the appeal of the 
church to the people, the Nestorian 
Church adopted some local symbols as part 
of its symbol of the cross. The cross is 
therefore embellished with a lotus flower. 
The lotus flower is a Buddhist symbol, and 
as Buddhism originated in India, it is 
possible to argue that the embellishments 
to the Nestorian Cross originated in India 
and were accepted into China. Such 
arguments are purely academic. The 
embellished cross appears on the Assyrian 
Black marble monument in the city of Hsi- 
an-fu in Shensi, ome 

During the Min asty, His- 
an-fu was hes capital o pis ef 
regions of China. What is known is that — 
the Khan Emperors ruled as foreign 
overlords in China. They therefore used 
foreign rulers as eins governors. This 
idea worked to distance them from the 
animosity of the people. The Khan 
Emperors also accepted Christianity as a 
foreign religion as they believed it would 
serve their interests. During the T 
Period, from the seventh to the nint 
centuries, China came under strong 


4 


Christian influence. Later when the 
Ming Emperors came to power, they 
opposed foreign influences in China, and 
strove to oppress the Church, as a forei 
influence. t is worth noting about the 
inscriptions on the Nestorian Monument, 
however, is that the Chinese inscriptions 
were, at some time, tampered with. They 
are, therefore, not a reliable record of 
events in China. What the monument 
does prove is that an embellished version 
of the Nestorian Cross was present in 
China during the seventh century. 

The cross as a symbol of the 
Nestorian faith was an object of great 
veneration. Nestorian monasteries became 

own as monasteries of the cross. The 
cross came to symbolize the four directions 
of North, South, East and West. The 
women of the Imperial household showed 

eat adoration of the cross. The 

estorians revered the cross but not the 
crucifix. In addition to the adoration of the 
cross, the Nestorians also placed great 
emphasis upon baptism. Baptism 
symbolized the washing of sin and 
vain glory, the washing of the heart and the 
restoring of purity. 
. The Nestorian Church stressed the 
Holy Trinity in their worship. The 
Nestorian clergy were known for their 
social concern. They were also known for 
their medical knowledge which was one of 
the reasons for their success during the 


T’ang Dynasty. 
tiring this period h singing 


developed in the Nestorian Church. Their 
hymns were known for their free adoption 
of Buddhist terminology. This is seen as an 
attempt to relate Christian Theology to 
another culture. The early Nestorian 
Church had _ twenty-seven books of 
scriptures. 

One of the causes of the decline of 
the Nestorian Church in China, was the 
relationship between the church and the 
state. The church in Persia was also 
strongly tied to the state. The church was 
therefore unable to resist the rising 
Moslem influence. 

As already stated the, Cross was 
central to Nestorian worship and, as they 
believed it represented the four points of 
the compass, they designed it with four 
points of equal lengths. They also freely 
adopted local symbols, hence the 
embellishments with the Buddhist symbol 


of the Lotus leaf. 

The Nestorian Cross is used in the 
East because it was the first church to carry 
out missionary work in the East. In 
addition, the Nestorians also freely 
adopted local symbols as a way of making 
the Church acceptable to the people. 

Although the Nestorian Church is no 
longer as caiencal as it was, the Nestorian 
Cross is still used as a revered symbol of 
the Church in the East. 

(Kevin Roebl ts a member of The Episcopal 
Church of the Good Shepherd. He ts a teacher at 
Dominican International School, Taipei. He ts 
from Bloemfontein, South rr and has been 
living in Taipet for six years. 


LIVING OUR 
CALL TO 
COMMON MISSION 


On Easter morning, members of 
Good Shepherd, Taipei, found their 
sanctuary decorated with a new Easter 
banner from their mission partner 
congregation, Faith Lutheran Church in 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. Ladies of Faith 
designed and handmade the quilted 
banner that hangs in three sections. The 
banner depicts a sunrise, butterflies, and 
Easter lilies. Faith Lutheran Church in 
Glen Ellyn has partnered itself with Good 
Shepherd ~—_ through its’ financial 
sponsorship of the educational expenses 
for the Stringer children and through 
their continued prayerful support of the 
ministries of Good Shepherd and the 
Stringer family. 

~Patty Stringer 
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Last summer, while visiting back in 
the U.S., we were frequently asked if we like 
living tw Taiwan wow. This was trul 
difficult for us to answer. We had ovly been 
Living here for seven months before the SARS 
outbreak closed the American School and | 
left with the children for an extended 
summer visit. We were just beginning to feel 
somewhat settled, oly to be uprooted by such 
aw unpredictable circumstance. It was 
strange and unusual and perplexing-- | 
needed time to sort out all of those emotions 
awd consider what the last year had been 
like for us. 

Itt was a year of transition and 
adjustment. It was a year of changes— broad, 
sweeping, “what was | thinking?!” changes. 
Awd, as | began really examining what all 
of those changes have been, here’s what | came 
up with. we have moved from the U.S. to 
Taiwan, from a suburban setting to an 
urban setting (and | have spent most of my 
life in a rural setting!), from a large 
Lutheran congregation to small Episcopal 
congregation, from a home to aw apartment, 
from living in the majority to living in the 
minority, and from stay-at-home mother to 
reentering the work force after 11 years. To 
take on so many changes at one time can, 
and oftew does, Lead to the onset of “culture 
shock.” 

Culture shock caw be defined as the 
emotional reaction that comes from wot 
being able to understand, control or predict a 
new environment. Because it is something 
that really accumulates over an extended 
period of time, involving many experiences 
in a new culture, it is perhaps more 
accurately termed “cultural fatigue.” 

While attending a Sunday service in 
Glew Ellyw Last _july, | experienced an AH- 
HA moment. The Old Testament Lesson was, 
iw part, from Exodus 16:2-3: “The whole 
congregation of the Israelites complained 
against Moses and Aarow iw the wilderness 
(saying,) “tf only we had died by the hand 
of the Lord in the Land of Egypt, when we sat 
by the flesh pots and ate our fill of bread; for 
you have brought us out into this wilderness 
to Rill this whole assembly with hunger.” 


What t heard that Sunday was different 
thaw what | have ever heard in my life whew 
that text was read. | always thought that the 
Israelites were ungrateful. They were wimps 
awd whiners. But this time, what | heard was 
that the Israelites were suffering from 
cultural fatigue. t felt that | understood the 
Israelites and, indeed, maybe | was one of 
them. 

\ remember studying the Exodus event 
with a group of friends once. Our Leader was 
explaining to us that the Israelites were iw the 
wilderness for forty years-- wot because they 
were Lost or because Moses had a lousy sense 
of direction, but because it takes time to 
unlearw old behaviors and to lLearw new ones. 
The challenge of cultural fatigue is exactly 
that unlearning old behaviors and trying 
new ones. The challenge is to wot withdrawal 
from the wew experiences but to embrace the 
present and to absorb what each day brings. 
And, isw't that the challenge of every day in 
every life, really? in walden, Henry David 
Thoreau wrote, “| went to the woods because | 
wished to live deliberately, to front only the 
essential facts of life, and see if | could wot 
lLearw what it had to teach, and wot, when | 
came to die, discover that | had wot lived.” 

God wanted the Israelites to become a 
Wilderness people. “wilderness” experiences 
carry a negative connotation, dow’t they? 
But should they? Any waturalist will tell 
you that the wilderness is full of Life-—- the 
Rey is Rnowing where to look for it. 
Ultimately, wilderness experiences sharpen 
our senses and even hone our cravings as we 
search for sustenance and meaning iw our 
lives. Awad, most importantly, wilderness 
experiences are not something we do alone. 
God is with us, providing us with the manna 
of heaven. 

~Patty Stringer 
(Patty moved to Taiwan in October of 2002. She 
teaches English to kindergarten students at Good 
Shepherd, Taipei, substitutes at the Taipei American 
School, works occasionally at the Diocese office for the 
Bishop, is the editor of this paper, and raises two 
children with her husband, Philip, who is the priest of 
the English speaking congregation at Good Shepherd in 


Taipei. Each day and each work place fills her basket 
with manna!) 
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2003 REFLECTIONS 


fROM ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH, TAICHUNG 


We are very grateful to God for His many blessings poured out on St. James’ during 
this past year (2003). Our church is growing steadily. We have started Alpha courses, 
and a weekend joy camp for primary school children. Two of our church members have 
recently taken early retirement at 50, and have been called by God to enter full-time 
Christian work after training. One is majoring in theology; the other is studying Christian 
counseling. Two of our church members have died, Rev. Henry Pan, previous Vicar of 
St. James’, and Mr. Berlin Hsu, former church secretary. In the church itself we now 
have automatic screen and Power Point equipment. We have a new reception and 
visitors area, and, outside, a new butterfly garden and church wall. Despite fierce 
competition, our kindergarten continues to prosper, and we have a committed team of 
teachers, most of whom are now Christians. Our emphasis on the teaching of natural 
science has made our name well known in both Taiwan and abroad, and we receive a 
steady stream of visitors coming to observe and learn from us. 

As well as the link with our sister church of St. James’, Vancouver, Canada, we have 
continued to develop our partnership in mission with the Diocese of the Central 
Philippines. In July, a group of 6 of us went there to visit some of the 3 new churches we 


have funded. Since returning, we have raised the money to build a4) small church in 
the same mountainous area and the construction work will begin in early January. God 
has been so generous to us, so we want to be generous to others. 

In both the Diocese and the church, I feel we are in a transition period as far as 
clergy are concerned. The old are too old, the young are too young! I continue to work 
as Heascey Rector, ably assisted by Rev. Leo Tzeng Wen-Bin. His wife gave birth to 
their first child on December 23, so we are especially rejoicing with them this Christmas. 

Please pray for us, that God would continue to lead us and give us His wisdom. 


Thank you! 


~Rev. Charles C. T. Chen. 
Rector of St. James’ Episcopal Church. 
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THIS ISSUE WE ASK YOU TO REJOICE WITH US AS WE 


The Episcopal CELEBRATE THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DIOCESE 
Diocese of Taiwan OF TAIWAN. WE WILL HOLD A SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICE ON 
PENTECOST, MAY S3OTH IN TAINAN, WITH CELEBRATIONS 

The Rt. Rev. David Lai, BEGINNING ON SATURDAY, MAY 29TH. WE ARE GRATEFUL 
Bishop FOR THE MANY BLESSINGS THAT GOD HAS GIVEN US IN THE 


LAST FIFTY YEARS AND LOOK FORWARD TO OUR FUTURE AS 
GOD CONTINUES TO REVEAL HIMSELF THROUGHOUT ALL OF 
TAIWAN. 
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